THE HISTORY OF
HAMPTON BOATS LTD.

Hampton Boats has long ceased trading, but a few years ago | was fortunate enough to be
able to contact the designers and builders of the class and am most grateful for their
invaluable assistance in compiling this document, taken from my web page.

The history and photographs have been very generously provided by Mrs Heather
Hampton, (wife of the designer, Alec Hampton), Phillip Hampton (their son) and Kenny
Stone (their boatbuilder for many years and who played a key part in the design and
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Cruisers> > Hampton Safari Boat History

Elsewhere on this website, the pictures and text of the renovation of our Hampton Safari in 2002 had generated so much interest,
(mainly from other owners), that | made efforts to research the model.

Hampton Boats has now ceased trading, but | have been fortunate enough to contact the designers and builders of the class and
am most grateful for their invaluable assistance in compiling this web page.

The history and photographs have been very generously provided by Mrs Heather Hampton, (wife of the designer, Alec
Hampton), Phillip Hampton (their son) and Kenny Stone (their boatbuilder for many years and who played a key part in the
design and production of the Safari.)

There is a new Hampton Safari Owners Club website at http://hamptonsafaribc.webplus.net/

In the 1960's, Alec Hampton's boat
hire business 'Hampton Boats' at
Oulton Broad consisted of a fleet of
traditional mahogany cruisers like the
two shown on the right.

The upper photo is of W343 with Alec
at the wheel.
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development of the same type of boat
towards forward control, still
traditionally made from mahogany, but
with the shortened rear cockpit and
wheel steering from the front. There
was no sliding wheelhouse, but she
did have sliding sunroof.
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still complete and looking quite sound.
A 1972 extract from Blakes boat

hire catalogue showing S121.

(click the image to see a larger


http://hamptonsafaribc.webplus.net/

Her Sister, S121 'Bonny Ann'is in
superb condition,
as seen here, also in 2005

The mark one gave way to the mark II, still
with the sliding wheelhouse, but with many
detailed modifications such as the integral gas
locker etc. (detailed in this brochure).

The original sales brochure was scanned and
is published here by kind permission of Mrs
Hampton.
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Alec then designed the mark one Hampton Safari for production in
fibreglass. The length was increased from 22' 6" to 25'6" and the beam from
8'6"to 9' 6". A plug was made from marine plywood, which was then used
to form the female hull moulding.

The boats were moulded firstly by Rydgeway Marine of Kessingland, and
then by Bob Smith of Lowestoft.

This photo shows an early mark | fresh from the moulders, before the
windows were cut out and the windscreen fitted.

A slighltly different brochure was produced for the hire
boat market.

It is a testament to the original design concept that even
now (30 years on), there are still a few boats available for
hire with various Broads hire fleets, both Blakes &
Hoseasons.

HAMPTON BOATE LTR
A MO e [RATLS BAAD LU 1T

click any page to view full size



Principal LOA 25ft 7ins ( 7.8 m)
Dimensions: LWL 23ft 7ins ( 7.19 m)

Broads Auth toll 'area’ 22 sgq m

Beam 9ft 6ins ( 2.90m )
Draught 2ft 2ins ( 0.66m )

(plus gunwhale fendering)

(Draught and weight vary with the individual fit-out

Displacement 3.1 tons (3,150 Kg 4nd tankage. Full tanks can weigh 0.75 ton )

)

Tons per inch immersion 0.4

When lifting the minimum aft strop lifting point is 4 ft from transom.
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with sliding wheelhouse/lounge

(Standard internal layout shown, wc and shower may
be transposed.)

They are somewhat difficult to distinguish because
individual boatyards completed the Hampton
moldings to their own spec.

Mark 1's (usually) didn't have the integral molding for
the gas bottle stowage under the afterdeck, or the
molded in mudweight holder on the foredeck. The
control panel molding was different and the keel was
smaller.

We are still researching this, the most common style.
There are a number of subtypes:

Mk21J (Constructed by L.H. Jones)

Very different in layout and drive, open plan cabin
with the toilet aft and propulsion via an hydraulic

drive. Hull and Cabin mouldings as per Mk1. Two
single berths only.

Mk1D (Dawncraft 26)

The history of these is a little clouded. They differ in
having one long cabin side window and a round port
hole in the aft quarter, otherwise they appear to be
Mk1 mouldings . The aft cabin on some perhaps all,
was unusual, in having 2 single berths.

Mark 111

With fixed wheelhouse, sliding sunroof, and forward



well.
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L-shaped Double
DinettalBerth

Mark 1V

With raised, fixed wheelhouse/lounge.
(only three were made, and one of those has
been extensively modified.)
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(interior layout kindly supplied by David Coster)
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I now have the original scale drawings of the Safari, (Mk 2,
but identical hull to the mka3).

They reveal that although the design might appear slab
sided above water level, the underwater profile is quite
complex, with a relatively deep keel for directional stability,
and yet a shallow draft.

click any plan to view full size



click any plan to view full size
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SAKARI 25 MK 1V
Sodan version.
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HAMPTON BOATS LTD.,
Cnldecott Rond, Oulten Broad.
Lowaestoft, Sulfaoll.

Taol: Lowestoft (0602) 4894

Although a total of 256 Hampton Safaris were produced
from 1969 to 1982, most were supplied to other hire-boat
yards as bare mouldings for their staff to complete. During
the peak years, Hampton Boats ran 14 Safari 25's in it's
fleet, but this reduced to just two in the final season of
2002. Sadly, the yard has now ceased trading, and will
surely be missed by the large regular clientele, some of
which have been regulars for nearly 30 years.

The company ran this advert in the boating press in 1981.
(click the advert to view it full size)

Using the same 25'6" hull, the advert shows the three
superstructure designs, the mark Il, mark Il and the
Sedan.

The mark Il dispensed with the sliding wheelhouse roof
but instead provided a forward cockpit with front door to
the saloon. This eliminated the potential for draughts from
the sliding canopy (although many DIY owners have
devised solutions with draught excluders etc.)

The Sedan was a return to a the more conventional rear
raised wheelhouse, but only two were ever built.

The picture shows the three marks in a row at the
boatyard pontoon (with Mrs Hampton standing on the
Sedan).

This extract from a 1973 guide shows Safaris produced by
Harvey Eastwood of Brundall, named 'Santa Lucia' and
‘Santa Barbara', together with Hampton's own Safari listing.

The Eastwood boats appear to have identical mouldings,
differing only in the interior layouts. One wonders if the
‘BMC 1500 petrol I/B' was a typo....




Happy Christmas from Hampton Boats
S AN

in 1971 called 'Blue Tit' for John Jarrold, who was then the
Mayor of Norwich.)

The two photos here, from Company Christmas Cards, are
from 1962 and 2000, showing the yard at the same
location, though greatly expanded.

The third Christmas Card is of a watercolour painting of
their yard commissioned by Hampton Boats.

Travel -5

A 1995 edition of the New York Times featured an article
which included a cruise around the Broads in 'Sovereign

Safari’, one of Hampton Boat's Mark Ill Safaris.
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(The cost was then quoted as



at 1.6 pounds to the dollar.")

'$543 a week high season, E 1 d b B
and $326 a week low season, Ilg Eln y Oat

o

Bamsiciars Phapee R The ferw e, Timms

The Severeign Safari was home for a week of explaring churches by the Nordelk Broads.
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' Hampton Boats also distributed memorabilia for the regular
clients, including such items as the coaster, shown here.
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In March 2004, | was contacted by Craig Slawson, who has - o
painstakingly compiled and maintained lists of most Broads hire boats over Gl i T S LT i e
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histories. Click on the thumbnail to view the PDF file (8 pages, 139K). Irventary
. . . Mg b, il Nasic Almityeed L wied £ Fank Sean My
Craig has a website at_http://www.horning.org.uk/ where has set up an sql — ot LDl S
database of Broads Hire Boats History. B i e g b = o
W mt | et e Emm e b
e Diaemrared Loy Mg Coaras e R e Bait
M6 ummifess  Dummitie | WM by v
L gt Pz Dmprary By (FALX0 T Comemy ool Bt
AT [ T2 Pruate Codmn el 00 Pefwees TOILRNES OEG =]
G e Proms Crassn Smeres adnl0i Cumww -] a3
AL Loarsg Prmp Ceapars Doy 000 Curwr 2002 [

Finally, | have included my gallery of Hampton Safaris that | have seen here on the Norfolk Broads. All of these photos were
taken since the year 2000, so the quantity and condition of the boats still in private and company ownership shows the regard in
which they are still held.

(If you happen to own any of the boats shown here and object to it's inclusion, please email me at the address shown on the
Shorebase home page and | will of course remove the picture. Alternatively, if you would like me to add a caption or a photo of


http://www.shorebase.co.uk/boating/HamptonBoats/Safari25.pdf
http://www.horning.org.uk/
http://www.shorebase.co.uk/boating/HamptonBoats/Safari25.pdf

another Safari, | would be most pleased to do so.)

‘Blue Tit" (is this the boat that was built ‘Camelot’ moored at Loddon, Winter
for the Mayor of Norwich in 1971 ?) 2002/3

Once again, | thank Mrs Hampton, her Son and Kenny Stone for the
provision of most of this material and the extensive background
knowledge that they enthusiastically gave to enable the creation of this



web page.
I'm sure it will interest current and future Hampton owners who may
wonder about the history of their boat.

Shorebase/Boats visitors since June 1997

©2004 Shorebase
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On Safari, My Safari  for 2

Terms per week A—£31 B—£38 C—£42
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Boatyard: Hampton Boats Ltd., Oulton Broad.
Length: 22 ft. Beam: 8 ft. 6 ins. Headroom: 6 ft.
Engine: 8 h.p. Stuart-Turner, reduction geared for
improved performance and fuel economy. Very
smooth running. Galley: Spacious, Formica lined. I
Gas cooker, oven, grill and hot-plates. Stainless steel
sink. Water heater. Refrigerator. Berths: Double
Dinette. Foam mattress 6 ins. deep. Special Features: |
Modern open plan interior, luxury all-weather
cruisers. Forward drive steering, comfortable seats,
large sliding roof and windows. Electric windscreen
wiper. Portable table. Roomy aft well. Trakmark |
safety decks. 50-gallon water tank. 230-volt A.C
razor point. Heating.

(c) Blakes Boating Holidays http://www.blakes.co.uk |
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HAMPTON BOATS LTD

CALDECOTT ROAD OULTON BROAD LOWESTOFT

Telephone Lowestoft 4896



Safari))...

25" 7" HULL & SUPERSTRUCTURE DESIGNED

SPECIALLY FOR INLAND WATERWAY CRUISING

Formed in 1958, Hampton Boats Limited designed and built high class wooden
Broads cruisers, but gradually turmed to glass fibre construction because of the
many advantages this material offered to both the boatbuilder and ewner.

From our past experience the first "Safari 25" was designed b-,r us and launched in
1968. These craft have since proved to be a really outstanding river cruiser both
commercially in the hire fleet and to the discerning private owner. .

The Mark 1l “Safari 25° incorporates many improvements and gives the ultimate in
year round cruising in any weather, with the forward steering position and sliding
wheelhouse affording complete comfort, wonderful visibility, and ease of handling.

HULL

The maintenance-free hull of the “Safari 25° has been designed ially for inland
watenway cruising and is an ideal hull on which to base a two/four berth cruiser,
which gives a wide scope to the private owner and hire fleet operator.

The chine form hull with long, straight keel gives excellent steering qualities and
stability, together with exceptional strength. Being wall sided and bluff at the bow
makes for maximum floor area and accommodation. The low freeboard, rounded
transom, and soft nose stem is practical for river cruising, and also very pleasing to
the eye.
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SPECIFICATIOMN

Thie hull is of single skin construction utilising a rugged chopped strand/woven roving complex
and polyester resin. Reinforced with six longitudinal foam bilge stringers to prevent flexing.

Mouldings are available in a standard laminate and a super laminate, which caters for the private
owner and hire fleet operator where axtra strength is requined, although the finish is identical.

The external finish is pigmented white, colours available at extra charge, Internal finish grey.



SUPERSTRUCTURE
The superstructure has been designed to meet the

rowing demand for comfort

when cruising, all round visibility, and 6 ft. headroom throughout the craft. The wide
non-slip decks and handrails along both cabin and wheelhouse give added safety.
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SPECIFICATION

The reinforced glass fibre supersiructure and sliding wheelhouse is alse available in standard or
super laminate form, and the deck area, cabin top, and steps are all reinforced with pine stringers

for rigidity.

The external finish is pigmented with any of our standard six colour range. Special colours and
twio colour combinations 10 customer requirements al an exira change.

EXTEMDING
DOUBLE BERTH

The Mark 1| "Safari 25' has many new improve-
ments which have been gained through experience
and the following points have been incorporated
in the mouldings 1o aid the boatbuilder :

sWindscreen and base ® Instrument panel recess
& Handrail chocks w Toe rails
® Mud weight chock & Mon-slip deck pads
® Flat section around sheer line for fixing rubbers
# Hollow section keel 1o accommodate stern gear
# Aft cockpitwith drain point & Gas battle hatch
and container  ® Sliding wheelhouse track
# Cabin top and under deck lining grounds
& Aft cabin door rebate.



Safari 20)...

ALL WEATHER
RIVER CRUISER




DIMENSIONS

LOA, .. T e h : . 25 fi. 7 Ing.
LWL .. 5 e i i o 23 ft. T ins.
Beam .. .. kel R i s 9 fr. B ins.
Draught iy o . 0 = 211 in.
Displacemant . . ot L o o 3-1 tons
Tons per inch immersion o 4 4 0-4

W reserve the right to amend the specification to take advantage of
advances in design and construction at any time without prior notica.

Materials and workmanship are of the highest quality and the mouldings
ara produced under ideal conditions.

Trade Enquirias are invited for special teems for the supply of Hulls,
Superstructures and completed craft. Appaintments may be made to
wisit our Works to view the craft in course of construction.

Terms of busingss as sponsored by The Ship and Boatbuilders” National
Federation.

HAMPTON BOATS LTD

CALDECOTT ROAD OULTON BRDA LOWESTOFT
Telephone Lowestoft 4896 g
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e NOTAFT

3 BERTH CLASS

DOUBLE BERTH | TOILET
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SURFRISE SAFARI - SUMMER SAFARI =

The Surprise Sofadi three benh class is the vltimate in luxuny fos
thraa people, providing the comioet of your own homa, with 1ha
eaciemant of @ holiday afloat.

Saloan. Tha kstex foam dinetie conwerts o a comfy single barth.
When cruising the table slows away 16 ghve 8 spacious diy
paloon. The easily operated aliding whaolhouss makes Ciulsing
o pleasure in any weathes and permiis passage under all broads
bridgit. Thi forwsd steening position ghves the halmaman sase of
mandling and o wonderful view of the river ahoad, Large bBow
lacker, deawar and lockers ghve ample stowage space. The Catalysd
fail-sala heater gives warmth when required,

Galley. Large well eguipped household sire stainbeis sloal sink
wnit with large cupboards. Easy-clean surfsces. Two-bDimer
cooker with aven and grill, Fail-ssie gas refrigerator.

SECRET SAFARI = SWINGING SAFARI

Todlet. Extra lwge companmen Compnsing vanitory basin, large
shower and hygienic recieculating tolbel. 230 wolt a.c. raror
sociost.

Attt Cabin, Double berth wilh intencd sprang matbiess. |ockar,
chopt of drawe. drsasing table, wardrobe, shedl and berth light
Gonoral detalls. Aviomatic Calorifier water system with hod
and cobd fo all taps. Portable TV paint. Flucesssent hights.
Windecreen wiper, All cockpit. Large water and fual 1anks, Wide
mof-alip decks and handrails for safaty.

Engina. The powerful Perking distsl angine and Velvet drive
gear box is opeated with a single liver control making For eaiy
kandling. smoeth renaing, economical and sale crulsing.

Length 25" 67, Baam 9° 07, Hasdisam & 07,
Regrat not available 1o 8l minoe of &ll mals parties




~Nafari

4 BERTH CLASS

| OL"

CLIFD
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SLIDE AwAY
TABLE

DOUBLE BERTH

EXTENDIMG
COUBLE BERTH
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ON SAFARI MY SAFARI
The idesl all weather crusser foe o family of fowr, or two couples.
Thess compact boats sre designed bo ghve mamimuim gooom-

modatian for longth of craft as every inth of Epace i@ used 10
sdvantage.

Baloon. This carslully planned cabin has a pull-out double berth
with foam maliressss, drawers wnder, large bow #lowage locker
and wardrobe. The large 1able when ot in ude dlades

wway info the bow prosiding 8 spacious day saloon. The fully
sliding wheslhouse moves ansily into any podition. tuming the
saleon imo & wonderful sun tap of a cosy cabin depending on
woather conditions. The large wheelhouse salpon enables the
whale crew 10 enjoy & panoramic view of the passing scenery in
complete combort Fal-asle Catslysl heating give ample heating
during 1he early and lale season.

Galley, Ofers a full size stainless steel sink unit with kwge
cupboards, and ample eady-clesn surlaces. Large multi-burnes
cooker with oven and grill Fadl-safe gas refrigeralarn. Automasic
wialaf Bysiem with a plentiful hot water supply by Calorilier,

HIGH SAFARI

CLASSIC SAFARI CLOUVDLESS SAFARI

—_— —-—

Toilet. The toilet compartment 8 & epecisl Testure of the
"Galar’ Baing miodd Bpaicul than the versgs cruisd, Tha Laiga
wanilcey bassn, household size shower, 230 volt a.c razor poind,
ampla bocksr space and recirculating toiled gives all the requing.
mants for hygiens and comion sllaat,

Aft Cabin. Luxury inderior sprung double berih. dressing table,
lockars, chest of diaweers and wardroba,

Genarsl detalls. Lange waies and fual tenks. Poriable TV podnt,
Windsoresn wiper. Flucrescent lighting. Aft cockpit for fishing.
‘Wide safety tread decks with handradls 1he full length of cabin
1op.

Emgine. Economical Porikins diesel engine with single lever
control, and Vielvet drive gear box.

Length 25" 6", Beam & 0, Hesdeoom 6 07,

Aegret nof availabde to all mincs of all male partion.



Hampton Boats Ltd. is a family business with
many years of broads holiday experience, giving
unrivalled personal service and the highest craft

standards.

Situated at the Southern end of Broadland,
easily reached by road or rail, Qulton Broad is an
ideal point from which to commence your Safari

holiday and explore the 200 miles of unigue
meandenng nivers, broads, lovely villages and
plentiful wild life.

Safari cruisers are designed especially for
all weather cruising and are built by craftsmen
using both modern and traditional materials to
give you the maximum in comfort and trouble
free cruising.

HAMPTON BOATS LTD

CALDECOTT ROAD

OULTON BROAD LOWESTOFT

Telephone Lowestoft 4896




SAFARI MK. 1l

Sliding wheelhouse version.

SAFARI 25 MK. 1l

Sliding hatch/forward cockpit version.
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SAKARI 25 MK. IV
Sedan version.
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SUGGESTED INTERIOR LAYOUT OF MK.III

Safari cruisers are ideal for enjoying our inland
waterways to the full. With three types of
superstructure available on a well proven hull, tried
and tested on many rivers & inland waterways of
Britain.

Available as bare hull or hull & deck for home or yard
completion.

Send today for details & price list.

Also from the manufacturers, the original Safari Toplet
recirculating marine toilet (the type now demanded on most
landlocked waterways). Manufactured in high quality G.R.P. for
easy maintenance and long life.

For a high quality, clean & efficient toilet system the Safari

Toplet is a must,

For information of the Safari Cruisers or the Safar/
Toplet contact:

HAMPTON BOATS LTD.,
Caldecott Road, Oulton Broad,

Lowestoft, Suffolk.
Tel: Lowestoft (0502) 4896
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HAMPTON BOATS LTD,,
OULTON BROAD

LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK.
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“SAFARI 25"

Double Berth

i

Hampton Boats Ltd,
Oulton Broad,
Lowestoft,

Suffolk.

MOTOR CRUISER

Scale % = | foot
Feb 1968




SAFARI 25"

LWL
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BEAM 9 8"

DRAFT 21"
DISPLACEMENT 3:1 TONS

TONS PER INCH 0%

HAMPTON BOATS LTD.

QULTON_BROAD, LINES o 25" 1" GLASS FIBRE HULL e Wo s P

LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK.






